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Important Parish Information

GENERAL GUIDELINES: Membership in Medhanie-Alem Parish should be done in a
formal manner. All families are required to register by filling out their full names and
addresses on the Registration Form. These are available from the parish office, or at
the back of the Church. The Catholic Church requires that each member of a parish,
to the extent allowed by his income, support the day-to-day running of the parish's
pastoral activities.

SACRAMENTS and PASTORAL CARE

Baptisms: Please telephone your Pastor at the office to make an appointment. Parents
and godparents are required to attend a class in preparation for the celebration of this
Sacrament: godparents please note - It is most important that you make sure your
godchildren are receiving proper religious training and that they are going to Church
and are enrolled in, and attend, religious education classes at their Church. You made
a vow to this purpose at their Baptism.

Marriages: It is the policy of the Dioceses of Arlington that couples proposing to marry
must first contact, or see, a priest or deacon at least six months before the date on
which they intend to marry. The Church desires to help couples prepare a good
foundation for a lifelong commitment to this sacred vocation of Marriage. Your pastor
will make arrangements for you to attend Marriage Preparation classes. All Catholics
are bound to observe the laws of the Church concerning marriage.

Confessions: are heard on Sundays from 2:00 pm to 2:25 pm. before the start of the
Divine Liturgy, and any other times by appointment.

Funerals: Contact your pastor at the parish office to make arrangements.
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Recently, I was watching a
video clip of an interview with a
young boy who has cancer.

The interviewer asks the boy
what he thought would be a
difficult answer: "Why did God
give you cancer?"

The boy, with unwavering
faith, provided a series of
remarkable and selfless answers:

The boy replied, God chose
me for this journey.

When asked why he was
chosen, he says, "Because I'm a
special boy."

I am not mad at God.

The most moving part is when
he explains why he is not mad:
"Because I'm glad that He chose
me.”




Sometimes suffering can lead
us to the deep love of God.

This boy shows selfless love,
as he expresses that he would
rather endure the suffering
himself than have his friends or
family experience it.

The lesson I have learned from
this video is the powerful
testament of the child’s strength,
faith, and compassion.

My dear brothers and sisters in
life (did you mean to say in
life?), we pass through different
sufferings, so I would like to
invite you to see your suffering
in the suffering of Jesus. And we
learn how to carry our cross and
follow him.

In carrying His Cross, Jesus
shouldered more than wood; he
carried the full weight of our
sins. With each step, he
transformed an instrument of
shame into the very symbol of
our salvation. He teaches us that

our crosses, when united with His

perfect sacrifice, are not dead
ends, but the path to redemption
and everlasting life.

I wish you all a happy feast of
Medhanie Alem.
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MedhanieAlem Ge'ez Rite
ECC encourages automatic
recurring deposits from your bank
account to 501 to generate a
continuous income source for the
church and increase the
creditworthiness.
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4th ANNUAL
YEC NCONFERENCE
Eastern USA Region
Remeber your Creator in the days of youth,
before the days of trouble come and the yea

approach when you will say, "l find no
pleasure in them".
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